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		Dr Michael Naughton is the Founder and Director of Empowering the Innocent (ETI), a research and criminal justice reform project centred on claims of innocence by alleged victims of false allegations and wrongful convictions/imprisonment. Empowering the Innocence (ETI) has four subprojects: CCRC Watch, False Allegations Watch (FAW), Innocence Art and ETI TV.



He set up the first innocence project in the UK, the University of Bristol Innocence Project (2005-2015), which saw him spearhead the introduction of a new form of clinical legal education in the UK based on the innocence projects that originated in the United States. Under his supervision, student volunteers investigated claims of innocence by alleged victims of wrongful convictions on a pro bono basis, with input from criminal appeal lawyers and forensic experts where appropriate.

And, he also Founded and Directed Innocence Network UK (INUK) (2004 – 2015), which saw him facilitate the setting up, and support the subsequent running, of a national network with a total of 36 Innocence Projects in the UK dedicated to investigating and overturning wrongful convictions. This included an innocence project in a corporate law firm, which was also a global first.

This website provides access to Dr Naughton’s publications (4 books, over 80 articles, book chapters and other publications, the majority of which are available to download), and his submissions to official inquiries, both domestically and internationally.

It also provides information on his wider activities in terms of media interview and appearances, invited presentations and academic presentations.

Important note: Any views expressed on this website do not represent those of Michael Naughton’s employer.
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		Key Publications
			Books:

Naughton, M. (2013) ‘The Innocent and the Criminal Justice System: A Sociological Analysis of Miscarriages of Justice’. Palgrave Macmillan. Click here for more information on the book.

Naughton, M. (2012 [2007]) ‘Rethinking Miscarriages of Justice: Beyond the Tip of the Iceberg’. Palgrave Macmillan. Click here for more information on the book.

Naughton, M. (2012 [2009]) (Editor) ‘The Criminal Cases Review Commission: Hope for the Innocent?’. Palgrave Macmillan. Click here for more information on the book.

Naughton, M. (2010) ‘Claims of Innocence: An introduction to wrongful convictions and how they might be challenged’. University of Bristol (with Tan, G.). Click here for more information on the book.

Most recent academic publications:

Naughton, M. (2024) ‘A Freudian analysis of the competing groups on uncorroborated allegations of child sexual abuse.’ in Byrd, D. J. and Miri, S. J. (2024) Sigmund Freud as a Critical Social Theorist: Psychoanalysis and the Neurotic in Contemporary Society.  Leiden, Netherlands: Brill. [FORTHCOMING]

Naughton, M. (2024) ‘He who pays the piper calls the tune: A critical analysis of the impact of governmental funding on the construction and deployment of forms of sociological knowledge and expertise.’ {FORTHCOMING]

Naughton, M. (2022) ‘Theorising miscarriages of justice.’ Islamic Perspective. Published by the Institute for Critical Social Theory. Volume 28. Winter: 93-116. Click here for the article.

Naughton, M. (2020) ‘Why do university students in the UK buy assignments from essay mills?’ Critical Education. 11(10): 1-19. Click here for the article. 

Naughton, M. (2019) ‘Rethinking the competing discourses on uncorroborated allegations of child sexual abuse.’ The British Journal of Criminology. 59(2): 461–480. Click here for the article.

Click here for list of “Publications by year”
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